
 

 

 

 

III - 1   DEFINITIONS  

 

III-1.1 General 

As used in this Chapter, words, phrases, terms, and any derivatives shall have the meaning herein 

defined, unless otherwise stated for the purposes of a specific section. Words used in the present 

tense include the future, words in the plural include the singular and words in the singular 

include the plural. The word "lot" includes "plot" and "tract." The word "building" shall include 

"structure." The words "used for" shall include the meaning "designed for," the word "person" 

shall include the words, "firm, association, partnership, trust, company, corporation," as well as 

"an individual." The words "shall" and "will" are mandatory and not discretionary. The word 

"may" is permissive. Definitions are as follows: 

 

Abutting Property - Any property that is immediately adjacent or contiguous to a subject 

property or that is located immediately across any road or public right-of-way from a subject 

property. 

 

Accessory Building and Use - A building or use that is clearly subordinate or ancillary in its 

customary purpose or use to the principal building or use, that is located upon the same parcel of 

property occupied by the principal building, and that does not occupy more than 25 percent of 

the rear yard area. 

 

Airfield - Any public or private aircraft landing facility in compliance with Florida Department 

of Transportation and/or Federal Aviation Administration requirements, as applicable. This term 

shall not be construed to include helicopter landing facilities. 

 

Airpark - A type of residential development wherein an airfield adjoins adjacent residential lots 

with lot owners having direct access and use of the airfield by virtue of common ownership 

agreement. By definition, lot owners are allowed to build hangars, either free standing or as a 

component of their home, to house an aircraft therein. 

 

Alcoholic Beverage - A liquid brewed or distilled for human consumption containing more than 

one percent alcohol by weight. 

 

Alley - A private or public way which affords a secondary means of access to an abutting 

property. 

 

Apartment House - (See, Dwelling, Multiple). 

 

Arcade - Any establishment where more than five electronic, mechanical or any other types of 

amusement devices are used. 

 

Assisted Living Facility - Hereinafter referred to as "Facility," means any building or buildings, 

section of a building, or distinct part of a building residence, private home, boarding home, home 

for the aged, or other place, whether operated for profit or not, which undertakes through its 

ownership or management to provide, for a period exceeding 24 hours, housing, food service, 



and one or more personal services for four or more adults, not related to the owner or 

administrator by blood or marriage, who require such services; or to provide extended 

congregate care, limited nursing services, or limited mental health services, when specifically 

licensed to do so pursuant to Florida Statutes Section 400.407, unless the facility is licensed as an 

adult family-care home. The facility offering personal services, extended congregate care, 

limited nursing services, or limited mental health services for fewer than four adults is within the 

meaning of this definition if it formally or informally advertises to or solicits the public for 

residents or referrals and holds itself out to the public to be an establishment which regularly 

provides such services, unless the facility is licensed as an adult family-care home. 

 (Ref: Ord. #993) 

 

Attractive Nuisance -  Items dangerous to children including abandoned or broken equipment, 

hazardous pools, excavations or neglected machinery. (Ref: Ord.#1227-06 dated 12/12/06) 

 

Automobile Service Station - Buildings and premises designed so as to cater principally to 

automobiles, where gasoline, oils and greases, batteries, tire and automobile accessories may be 

supplied and dispensed at retail (or in connection with a private operation). 

 

Basement - A portion of a building located partly or wholly underground, but having more than 

half its clear floor-to-ceiling height below the average grade of the adjoining ground. 

 

Benevolent Distribution Center – Non-religious charitable organization providing distribution of 

food and/or supplies to more than 10 persons per day. (Ref. Ord.#1206-06 dated 7-11-06) 

 

Board of Adjustments - (See Article II, Section II-3). 

 

Boarding House - A dwelling used for the purpose of providing meals and/or lodging for a fee to 

persons other than members of the family occupying such dwelling, including bed and breakfast 

facilities. 

 

Boat - means any watercraft, including barges and air boats, designed, used, or capable of being 

used as a means of transportation on water. (Ref: Ord.#1109 dated 1/14/03) 

 

Building - Any structure designed or built for the support, enclosure, shelter or protection of 

persons, animals or property of any kind, but does not include mobile homes as defined herein. 

 

Building Height - The vertical distance from the grade to the highest point of the roof excluding 

chimneys, spires, etc. 

 

Building Permit - For purposes of these regulations, a building permit is that official Santa Rosa 

County document which authorizes the commencement of a specific development activity 

without need for further application and approval, subsequent to receipt of authorization of such 

permit from the City of Milton Planning and Development Department. Building permits include 

all types of construction permits (plumbing, electrical, mechanical, and so forth), in addition to 

the building permit itself, sign permits, demolition permits, change of use permits, etc. 

 

Bus - means any motor vehicle, other than taxicabs, originally designed or constructed so that it 

can transport more than twelve persons. Station wagons are specifically excluded from this 

definition.  (Ref: Ord.#1109 dated 1/14/03) 



 

 

Camper - means any separate structure designed or used for human habitation, which can be 

attached to or detached from a pickup truck, and which has sufficient headroom for an adult six 

feet in height to stand upright. A pickup truck with a cab shall not be construed as a camper 

(Ref: Ord.#1109 dated 1/14/03). 

 

Campground - (See Article III, Section III-8) 

 

Cellar - (See Basement) 

 

Chassis Camper - means any motor vehicle with a cab and a habitable structure permanently 

attached to the motor vehicle chassis (Ref: Ord.#1109 dated 1/14/03). 

 

Church - A building designed and/or used for public worship. 

 

City - City shall mean the City of Milton, Florida. 

 

City Council - City Council shall mean the City Council of the City of Milton, Florida. 

 

City Development Permit - Authorization by the City of Milton Planning and Development 

Department for specific minor development activities without need for further application and 

approval. Permits may be issued accordingly for fences, temporary signs, 30-day auto repair, 

commercial tents, temporary structures and tree removal, etc  (Ref: Ord.#1089 dated 5/14/02). 

 

Clinic - An establishment where patients who are not lodged overnight are admitted for 

examination and treatment by a person or persons, practicing any form of healing or health 

services to individuals, whether such persons be medical doctors, chiropractors, osteopaths, 

chiropodists, naturopaths, optometrists, dentists, or any such profession which is lawful to 

practice in the State of Florida. 

 

Club - Buildings, facilities and property owned and operated by a corporation or association of 

persons for social and recreational purposes, including those organized chiefly to promote 

friendship and welfare among its members, but not operated primarily for profit or to render a 

service which is customarily carried on as a business. 

 

Commercial/Business Vehicle - Any type of vehicle whose use is intended for commercial or 

business type activity. 

 

Community Residential Homes - A dwelling unit as defined in Chapter 419, Florida Statutes or 

any amendment thereto. (Ref: Ord. #993) 

 

Congregate Living - (See Assisted Living Facility) 

 

Condominium Projects - A housing complex where each dwelling unit and a portion of the land 

area is individually owned. The purpose of the condominium project is to retain the qualities of 

home ownership and at the same time provide for the attractive qualities of apartment living 

including higher density, efficiency, convenience, economy, and effectively designed and 

maintained open space. Parking lots, driveways, walkways, and accessory recreation areas may 



be located in areas retained in common ownership which are owned jointly by the owners of 

condominium units. 

 

County - County shall mean the County of Santa Rosa. 

 

Day Care Center - A facility providing daytime supervision of young children or adults in 

compliance with State licensing requirements, not including homecare for children or adults that 

is operated as a home occupation. 

 

Debris – Abandoned or inoperative discarded household items, inoperative or abandoned 

machinery, household appliances, including but not limited to freezers, refrigerators, iceboxes, 

stoves, dishwashers, and washing or drying machines for clothing or similar airtight units, 

lumber, steel, plumbing fixtures, insulation, barrels, boxes, drums, piping, glass, iron machinery, 

excelsior or plastic. (Ref: Ord.#1227-06 dated 12/12/06) 

 

Decibel - A unit of measurement of the intensity of sound or sound pressure. 

 

Development or Development Activity - Includes any of the following activities: (Ref: Ord.# 

1074 dated 5/8/01) 

 construction, clearing, filling, excavating, grading, paving, dredging, or other similar 

activities;  

 building, installing, enlarging, replacing and/or substantially restoring a structure, 

impervious surface or water management system;  

 long-term storage of materials;  

 any subdivision of land, including minor replats and minor subdivisions;  

 erection of a permanent sigh unless exempted by Article V, Section V-7, Sign 

Regulations;  

 alteration or renovation of a regulated historic structure for which authorization is 

required under this Chapter;  

 changing the use of a site or structure so that the need for parking is increased or 

other site alteration is involved;  

 construction, elimination or alteration of a driveway onto a public street.  

 

Development Approval Authority - The individual or group of individuals having the authority to 

use development orders or specific city development permits as provided for in Article II of 

these regulations.  

 

Development Order - An order granting, denying, or granting with conditions an application for 

approval of a development project or activity. A distinction is made between a development 

order and a building permit. A development order is the authorization of a development project. 

Such authorization must be granted by the City prior to issuance of a building permit by the 

County as defined for the purposes of these regulations. (The development order authorizes the 

project, whereas the building permit authorizes specific components of the project, such as 

building construction, sign installation, and the like.) For purposes of these regulations, the 

development plan approval is the development order. 

 

District - An area designated as a zoning district within the City of Milton to which specific 

regulations regarding the use of land and the location and use of structures apply and within 

which the zoning regulations are uniform. 



 

Domestic Animals - A tame animal such as a cow, horse, sheep, pig, or chicken, but not 

necessarily limited to these animals. Dogs, cats, and other household pets are not included. 

 

Dormitories - A room, apartment or building containing sleeping accommodations which is 

operated for the use of students enrolled in an educational institution. 

 

Dry Cleaners - A building wherein the process of removing dirt, grease, paints and other stains 

from wearing apparel, textiles, fabrics, rugs, etc., by the use of non-aqueous liquid solvents, 

flammable or non-flammable, is carried on. It shall include the process of dyeing clothes or other 

fabrics or textiles in a solution of dye colors and non-aqueous liquid solvents. 

 

Drive-Through Restaurants - An establishment where food is served to persons through a drive-

up window for consumption off premises. 

 

Dwelling - A building or portion thereof, designed or used exclusively for residential occupancy, 

but not including hotels, lodging houses, motels or mobile homes. 

 

Dwelling - Single Family - A dwelling designed for or occupied exclusively by one family and 

having only one primary entrance. 

 

Dwelling - Two Family (Duplex) - A dwelling which contains two separate dwelling units and is 

designed for or occupied exclusively by no more than two families and having one or two 

primary entrances. 

 

Dwelling - Multiple - A dwelling designed for or occupied exclusively by three or more families 

and having one or more primary entrances. 

 

Emission - The act of passing into the atmosphere an air contaminant or gas stream which 

contains or may contain an air contaminant; or the material so passed into the atmosphere. 

 

Family - One or more persons occupying a dwelling unit, living as a single housekeeping unit, 

and using common cooking facilities, provided that unless all members are related by blood or 

marriage, no such family shall contain over four persons. 

 

Fast Food Restaurants - An establishment where food is served to persons for consumption on 

or off premises. Such facilities may or may not provide drive-in windows for service and 

typically have a high customer turnover rate. 

 

Floor Area Ratio - Floor area ratio shall be defined as the total floor area of the building or 

buildings on a lot, divided by the area of the lot. The total floor area for this purpose is the gross 

horizontal areas of the several floors of all buildings on the lot measured from the interior faces 

of the interior walls and shall include fully enclosed porches and utility rooms. 

 

Fraternities, Sorority House or Student Cooperative - A building occupied by and maintained 

exclusively for students affiliated with an academic or professional college or university or other 

recognized institution of higher learning and regulated by such institution. 

 



Garage Apartment - An accessory or subordinate building containing living facilities and space 

for at least one automobile, not a part of or attached to the principal building. 

 

Garage, Residential - An accessory building or portion of the principal building, including a 

carport, used for the storage of automobiles by the occupants of the principal building. 

 

Garage, Mechanical - Building and premises where the functions and services rendered by an 

automobile service station may be rendered and, in addition thereto, all other services catering to 

the maintenance, service and repair of automobiles may be rendered, except: 

 

 body work;  

 painting of automobiles or other vehicles;  

 storage of vehicles for the purpose of using parts of said vehicles for sale or repair; and/or  

 any condition which may be classified as a junk yard.  

 

Garage, Storage - A building or portion thereof designed or used exclusively for the storage or 

parking of automobiles. Services, other than storage at such storage garage shall be limited to 

refueling, lubrication, washing, waxing and polishing. 

 

Grade - The average elevation of the ground adjoining a building or structure on all sides. 

 

Group Homes - See Assisted Living Facility 

 

Guest Cottages - Living quarters within a detached accessory building located on the same lot or 

parcel of land as the principal building, to be used exclusively for housing members of the family 

occupying the principal building and their non-paying guests. Such quarters shall not be rented 

or otherwise used as a separate dwelling. 

 

Hazardous Waste - Waste or a combination of wastes, which because of its quantity, 

concentration, or physical, chemical or infectious characteristics, may cause, or significantly 

contribute to, an increase in mortality or an increase in serious irreversible or incapacitating 

reversible illness, or which may pose a substantial present or potential hazard to human health or 

the environment when improperly transported, disposed of, stored or treated or otherwise 

managed. 

 

Home Association - A legal entity established to be responsible for the operation of a 

condominium. All persons owning a vested present interest in the fee title to any of the 

condominium units shall automatically be members of the association.  

 

Home Occupation - An occupation, profession or any use, whether for monetary compensation 

or not, carried on by a member of a family residing on the premises or an occupant thereof, 

which use is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling for dwelling purposes 

and does not change the character thereof. No mechanical equipment may be installed except 

such used for purely domestic or household purposes; and provided not over 25 percent of the 

total ground area is used for home occupation purposes. 

 

Hospital - A building used for the housing of persons under the care of doctors and where 

medical and surgical diagnosis or treatment is available. 

 



Hotel - A building or other structure used and maintained as a place where sleeping 

accommodations are supplied transient guests. 

 

Inoperative Motor Vehicle - means a motor vehicle which does not have a valid and current 

motor vehicle license tag affixed thereto. However, this shall not apply to motor vehicles located 

on private property owned or leased by a new or used automobile dealer possessing a current, 

valid City of Milton occupational license; nor shall this definition apply to any antique collector 

vehicles that is registered with the state pursuant to F.S.§320.086. 

(Ref: Ord.#1122-03 dated 5/13/03). 

 

Junk Yard - An area where waste, used or second-hand materials, equipment and/or machinery is 

bought, sold, exchanged, bagged, maintained, stored, baled, packed, disassembled, or handled, 

including but not limited to wrecked or inoperable automobiles, scrap iron and their metals, 

paper, rags, rubber tires, bottles, and used building materials, plumbing fixtures, electrical 

fixtures and lumber. Junk yards shall specifically include, but not be limited to, automobile 

wrecking yards, building wrecking, and/or storage yards and used appliance wrecking and/or 

storage yards. 

 

Kennel - Any structure or area used for the housing of four or more dogs or cats, except that 

litters of kittens or puppies may be kept for eight weeks without their presence constituting a 

kennel. 

 

Kindergarten - A building or portion thereof used for the instruction of pre-school aged children. 

This term shall include day care centers for young children. 

 

Laundry, Self-Service - A business that provides coin-operated washing, drying, dry cleaning, 

and/or ironing machines for hire to be used by customers on the premises. 

 

Light Garment Manufacturing - Garment manufacturing with a land area of no more than two 

acres per establishment, with all storage and processing enclosed, utilizing no toxic chemicals 

and employing no more than 100 persons. 

 

Litter – Refuse and rubbish including, but not limited to paper, bottles, cans, glass, crockery, 

scrap metals, plastic, rubber, yard trash, tar paper, lumber, masonry, concrete, drywall, packing 

and crating materials, excessive tree and shrub trimmings, excessive leaves, disposed packages, 

disposed containers, and any other solid waste matter visible to the eye. (Ref: Ord.#1227-06 

dated 12/12/06) 

 

Lodging House - (See Boarding House) 

 

Lot - A parcel of land occupied or intended for occupancy by a building, together with its 

accessory buildings, including the open space required. The word "lot" shall be taken to mean 

any number of contiguous lots or portions thereof, upon which one or more main structures for a 

single use are erected or are to be erected. 

 

Lot of Record - A lot which is part of a subdivision, the plat of which has been lawfully recorded 

in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Santa Rosa County, Florida. 

 

Lot, Corner - A lot abutting two or more streets at their intersection. 



 

Lot Frontage, Residential - All property on the width of a lot abutting a street right-of-way. 

 

Lot Frontage, Agricultural, Commercial and Industrial - All the agricultural, commercial and 

industrial property on the width of the lot abutting the street with heaviest traffic usage. 

 

Lot, Double Frontage - A lot having frontage on two non-intersecting streets as distinguished 

from a corner lot. 

 

Lot, Depth - The lot depth is the distance measured perpendicular from the mid point of the front 

to the opposite line of the lot. 

 

Lot, Interior - A lot other than a corner lot.  

 

Lot Width - The horizontal distances between the side lot lines measured along the front building 

setback line. 

 

Major Recreational Equipment - means all campers, travel trailers, camping trailers, truck 

campers, motor homes, boats, boat trailers, racecars, utility trailers, dune buggies, and similar 

recreational equipment (Ref: Ord.#1109 dated 1/14/03). 

 

Major Street Plan - A plan for existing or proposed traffic thoroughfares for the City of Milton, 

Florida. 

 

Manufactured Home - A manufactured home shall refer specifically to those manufactured 

residential structures as approved by the Florida Department of Community Affairs, and shall not 

include mobile homes unless otherwise defined for the purposes of a specific section. 

 

Marina - A premise or site used for the rental of covered or uncovered boat slips or dock space, 

marine fuel and lubricant sales, boat and motor rental facilities, live bait sales and boat dry 

storage. 

 

Minor Structure - Structures such as docks, piers, boardwalks, and gazebos, but not including 

such structures as communication towers, etc. 

 

Mission – Non-religious based charitable organizations providing food and/or shelter to 

homeless or indigent persons. (Ref. Ord.#1206-06 dated 7-11-06) 

 

Mobile Camper - A mobile camper is any vehicle or similar portable structure, other than a 

mobile home, having been constructed with wheels and designed for temporary lodging by the 

user when traveling and camping. Mobile campers include recreational vehicles. 

 

Mobile Home - A mobile home is any vehicle or similar portable structure, other than a mobile 

camper, having been constructed with wheels (whether or not such wheels have been removed), 

and having no foundation other than wheels, jacks, or skirtings and so designed or constructed as 

to permit occupancy for dwelling or sleeping purposes. 

 

Mobile Home Park - Any parcel of land upon which 25 or more mobile home sites are located. 

This term shall include trailer parks. 



 

Motel - A building or groups of buildings, whether detached or in connected units, used as 

sleeping accommodations designed primarily for transient automobile travelers. The term 

"motel" includes buildings designated as auto courts, tourist courts, motor lodges and similar 

appellations. 

 

Motor Home - means any motor vehicle to which a habitable structure has been permanently 

attached to a motor vehicle chassis. The term shall include, but shall not be necessarily be limited 

to, any light van with roof permanently raised to allow an adult six feet in height to stand upright. 

The term shall also include any vehicle carrying a manufacturer's designation as a motor home 

(Ref: Ord.#1109 dated 1/14/03). 

 

Motor Vehicle - means a vehicle or conveyance which is self-propelled and designed to travel 

but is not limited to automobiles, buses, mopeds, motorcycles, tractors, go-carts, campers, 

motorhomes, and trailers (Ref: Ord.#1122-03 dated 5/13/03).  

 

Non-Conforming Use - Any use of a structure or land lawfully existing prior to the adoption of 

these regulations or amendments thereto; which after the adoption of these regulations, or 

amendments thereto, does not conform with the regulations of the district in which it is located. 

 

Noxious Matter - Material which is capable of causing injury to living organisms by chemical 

reaction. 

 

Nursing, Convalescent, or Rest Home - A home for the aged, convalescent, chronically ill, or 

incurable person, in which two or more persons not of the same immediate family are received, 

kept or provided with food and shelter or care; but not including hospitals, clinics or similar 

institutions devoted primarily to the diagnosis and treatment of the sick or injured. 

 

Occupancy - If power, water, and standard utility service are not provided to a structure for a 

period of six (6) months or longer, it will be determined the property is unoccupied (Ref: Ord. # 

1040). 

 

Octave Band Filter - An electrical frequency analyzer designed according to standards 

formulated by the American Standards Association and used in conjunction with a sound level 

meter to take measurements in specific octave intervals. 

 

Out-Building - A structure erected for the purpose of sheltering domestic animals and/or for the 

storage of crops. 

 

Owner - Owner is defined to include the owner of the fee simple title of record, a vender under a 

contract or agreement for deed or a lessee under a written lease which has a remaining term at 

the time of application for development approval of more than ten years. 

 

Owner - means any person to which a motor vehicle or trailer is registered according to the 

certificate of title for the motor vehicle or trailer, and shall include, if the motor vehicle or trailer 

is under lease, rental agreement, or on loan under any type of arrangement, gratuitous or 

otherwise, the person having possession or control of the vehicle (Ref: Ord.#1109 dated 

1/14/03) 
 



Parking Lot - An area of parcel of ground used for the storage or parking of motor vehicles either 

for compensation or to provide an accessory service to a commercial, industrial or residential 

use. 

 

Parking Space - A parcel of property not less than 9 foot by 18 foot or 162 square feet in area 

used for the parking of a motorized vehicle (Ref: Ord.#1089 dated 5/14/02)  

 

Particulate Matter - Material which is suspended or discharged into the atmosphere in a finely 

divided form either as a liquid or a solid. 

 

Perceived Noise Level - A method of measuring complex sound designated in the Journal of the 

Acoustical Society of America, No. 31, Pages 1415-1429, 1959. 

 

Performance Standard - A criteria established to control such matters as, but not limited to, 

noise, odor, smoke, toxic or noxious matter, vibration, fire and explosive hazards, and glare and 

heat generated by or inherent in uses of land or buildings. 

 

Permitted use - means a use by right that is specifically authorized in a particular zoning district. 

(Ref. Ord. 1109 dated 1/14/03) 
 

Principal Structure of Use - A structure or use that is clearly identified as the primary building or 

use located on a parcel of property. 

 

Private Property - means any real property within the city that is privately owned and which is 

not defined as public property herein. (Ref: Ord.#1122-03 dated 5/13/03). 

 

Public Nuisance – Acts or omissions, as listed in this Ordinance, which violate public rights, 

subvert public order, cause inconvenience or damage to the property of others or to the public 

generally. (Ref: Ord.#1227-06 dated 12/12/06). 

 

Public Property - means lands and improvements owned by the federal government, the state, a 

county or municipality and includes sovereignty submerged lands located adjacent to the county 

or municipality, beaches, buildings, grounds, parks, playgrounds, streets, sidewalks, parkways, 

rights-of-way, and similar public property. (Ref: Ord.#1122-03 dated 5/13/03). 

 

Residential district - means any residentially zoned property as described in the City zoning code 

and map attached thereto (Ref: Ord.#1109 dated 1/14/03). 

 

Restaurants - Any establishment where food is served within an enclosed building for 

consumption on or off the premises. 

 

Ringlemann Chart - A method of designating smoke density or opacity as designated in the U.S. 

Bureau of Mines Information Circular No. 7718 and subsequent amendments thereto. 

 

School - An institution primarily for academic instruction, public, parochial or private and 

having a curriculum similar to that ordinarily given in a public school. 

 



Security Fence - A fence with a minimum height of six feet, which prohibits unauthorized access 

and which may be topped with a maximum of three strands of barbed wire, provided that the first 

line of such barbed wire is located a minimum of six feet above grade. 

 

Service Station - (See Automobile Service Station) 

 

Shopping Center - One or more retail stores and/or service establishments containing a minimum 

of 15,000 square feet of floor space. 

 

Signs - (See Article V, Section V-7) 

 

Special Exception - "Special Exception" as used in connection with the provisions of these land 

development regulations, means a use that would not be appropriate generally or without 

restriction throughout the particular zoning district or classification, but which, if controlled as to 

number, area, location, or relation to the neighborhood, would not adversely affect the public 

health, safety, comfort, good order, appearance, convenience, morals and the general welfare. 

Such uses may be permitted in such zoning district or classification as special exceptions only if 

specific provisions and standards for such special exception are made in these regulations. 

 

Stable, Private - A structure where horses are kept by the owners or occupants of the premises 

and are not kept for hire or sale. 

 

Standard Conditions - A condition in which the gas temperature is 60 degrees Fahrenheit and the 

gas pressure is 14.7 pounds per square inch, dry basis. 

 

Story - That portion of a building included between the surface of any floor and the surface of the 

next floor above it, or if there be no floor above it, then the space between such floor and the 

ceiling next above it. In computing the height of a building, the height of basement shall not be 

included if below grade. 

 

Story, Half - A story under a gabled, hipped or gambrel roof, in which the wall plates on at least 

two opposite exterior walls are not more than three feet above the finished floor of such story. 

Street - A public or private thoroughfare which affords the principal means of access to abutting 

property, including publicly owned or controlled streets and permanent easements of record, for 

ingress and egress which pass with the land. Street includes arterials, collectors, local roads, 

lanes, ways, or other means of ingress and egress regardless of the term used to describe it. 

 

Street Right-Of-Way Line - The boundary line between a lot, tract or parcel of land and the 

established right-of-way of a contiguous street. 

 

Structural Alteration - Any change in the supporting members of a building, such as bearing 

walls, columns, beams or girders, except for repair and replacement. 

 

Structure - Includes all permanent or temporary, fixed or movable construction comprising 

buildings, stands, signs, and billboards erected independently or affixed to exterior walls, 

provided however that utility lines and poles shall not be considered structures. 

 

Subordinate Structure - (See Accessory Use) 

 



Swale - means that area of a public street between the pavement and the limiting property line of 

the right-of-way (Ref: Ord.#1109 dated 1/14/03). 

 

Swimming Pool - Any constructed pool over 24 inches in depth or with a surface area exceeding 

250 square feet used for swimming or bathing. 

 

Tarpaulin – Any material such as water resistant canvas used for protecting exposed objects. 

Damaged tarpaulins erected on supporting poles are also included. (Ref: Ord.#1227-06 dated 

12/12/06) 

 

Townhouse Project - A housing project which contains one or more townhouse buildings each of 

which contains two or more townhouse units connected by one or two party walls.  

 

Toxic Materials - Materials which are capable of causing injury to living organisms by chemical 

means when present in relatively small amounts. 

 

Trailer - (See Mobile Home) 

 

Trailer - means any vehicle without motive power designed for carrying persons or property on 

its own structure and to be drawn by a motor vehicle regardless of hitch type. A "boat trailer" 

shall mean a trailer as defined in this section which is designed specifically for the purpose of 

carrying a boat (Ref: Ord. #1109 dated 1/14/03). 

 

Trash – All garbage, all accumulations of any matter or substances such as paper, sweepings, 

dust, rags, bottles or cans; non-functioning appliances and equipments, vehicle parts; uninstalled 

household fixtures; and construction and lot clearing debris. (Ref: Ord.#1227-06 dated 

12/12/06) 

 

Truck Stop or Terminal - Buildings and premises designed so as to cater principally to trucks, 

where the functions and services rendered by a mechanical garage may be provided, but shall not 

include the storage of vehicles for the purpose of using parts of said vehicles for sale or repair. 

Trailer Park - (See Mobile Home Park) 

 

Use, Principal - The main use of land or buildings as distinguished from a subordinate or 

accessory use. 

 

Used Car Lot - Any parcel of land used for the storage, display and sales of used automobiles in 

running condition. 

 

Variance - As used in connection with the provisions of these land development regulations, a 

variance means a deviation from strict adherence to requirements when such variance will not be 

contrary to the public interest and when, owing to conditions peculiar to the property and not as 

the result of actions of the applicant, a literal enforcement of the regulations would result in 

unnecessary and undue hardship. A variance may be authorized for requirements such as those 

pertaining to height, area, size of structure or size of yards and open spaces. Establishment or 

expansion of a use otherwise prohibited shall not be allowed by variance nor shall a variance be 

granted because of the presence of nonconformities in the zoning district or classification or in 

adjoining zoning districts or classifications. 

 



Vehicle - means every device in, upon, or by which any person or property is or may be 

transported or drawn upon a highway (Ref: Ord.#1109 dated 1/14/03). 

 

Wrecked Motor Vehicles - means any motor vehicle of which the condition is wrecked, 

dismantled, partially dismantled, inoperable, incapable of operation by its own power on a public 

street, or from which the wheels, engine, transmission, or any substantial part thereof has been 

removed. (Ref: Ord.#1122-03 dated 5/13/03). 

 

Yard - An open space at grade between a principal building and the adjoining property lines, 

unoccupied and unobstructed by a portion of a structure from the ground upward, except as 

otherwise provided herein. In measuring a yard for the purpose of determining the width of a 

side yard, the depth of a front yard, or the depth of a rear yard, the minimum horizontal distance 

between the lot line and the principal structure, or any projections thereof shall be used.  

(Ref: Ord.#1194-05 dated 01-10-06) 

 

Yard, Front - A yard extending across the front of a lot between the side lot lines and being a 

minimum horizontal distance between the street line and the principal structure or any 

projections thereof. On corner lots, the front yard may be either side abutting the street. 

(Ref: Ord.#1194-05 dated 01-10-06) 

 

Yard, Rear - A yard extending across the rear of a lot between the side lot lines, and being a 

minimum horizontal distance between the rear of the principal structure or any projections 

thereof and the rear lot line. (Ref: Ord.#1194-05 dated 01-10-06) 

 

Yard, Side - A yard between the main building and the side line of the lot, and extending from 

the front yard line to the rear yard line, and being the minimum horizontal distance between a 

side lot line and the side of the principal structure or any projections thereof.  

(Ref: Ord.#1194-05 dated 01-10-06) 

 

Zoning District - (See District) 

 

III-2   LEGAL INTERPRETATION OF DISTRICTS AND BOUNDARIES 

 

The City of Milton Future Land Use Map, being the date September, 1990, in addition to any 

subsequent amendments thereto shall dictate the location and extent of land use districts 

designated on the zoning map of the City of Milton. The zoning map, entitled "the Zoning Map 

of City of Milton," including all the notations, references and other information shown thereon, 

is hereby made a part of this Chapter as if such information set forth on the map was fully 

described and set herein. This zoning map, properly attested, is on file in the Milton City Hall. 

 

In the establishment by this Article of the respective districts, the City Council has given due and 

careful consideration to the peculiar suitability of each district for the particular regulations 

applied thereto, and the necessary, proper and comprehensive grouping and arrangement of the 

various uses and densities of population in accordance with a well considered plan for the 

development of the area. 

 

The boundaries of such districts as are shown upon the zoning map adopted by this Article or 

amendment thereto, are hereby adopted and approved. The regulations of this Article governing 

the use of land and buildings, the height of buildings, building site areas, the sizes of yards about 



buildings and other matters as are hereinafter set forth are hereby established and declared to be 

in effect upon all land included within the boundaries of each and every district shown upon such 

map. 

 

Where uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of any district shown on such map, the following 

rules shall apply: 

A.  Where such district boundaries are indicated as approximately following street center 

lines, alley lines or lot lines, such lines shall be construed to be such boundaries.  

B.  Where district boundaries are indicated as approximately parallel to the center lines of 

streets or highways such district boundaries shall be construed as being parallel thereto 

and at such distance therefrom as indicated on the official Zoning Map. If no distance is 

indicated on the zoning map, the scale of the map shall determine.  

C.  In subdivided property or where a district boundary divides a lot, the location of such 

boundary, unless the same is indicated by dimensions, shall be determined by use of the 

scale appearing on the map. Where a district boundary line divides a lot into equal 

sections, the more restrictive classification shall regulate. If a lot is divided into unequal 

sections, the regulation shall be the same as that in the largest section.  

D.  Where any street or alley is hereafter officially vacated or abandoned, the regulation 

applicable to each parcel of abutting property shall apply to that portion of such street or 

alley added thereto by virtue of such vacation or abandonment.  

E.  Where a lot or parcel of land in a residential district has an area or a width less than the 

minimum required in the zoning district and was owned as a separate unit and shown as a 

lot of recorded on the date of passage of these regulations, such lot or parcel of land may 

be used only for single-family dwelling purposes.  

F.  In cases of uncertainty, the Zoning Coordinator shall interpret the zoning map or maps as 

to the exact location of boundaries. Any such decision may be appealed to the Board of 

Adjustment.  

 

III-3   DISTRICT NOMENCLATURE 

 

 

III-3.1 Intent 

In order to regulate and limit the height and size of buildings, to regulate and determine the areas 

of open space within and surrounding buildings, to classify, regulate and restrict the location of 

trades and industries, and the location of buildings designed for specified industrial, business, 

residential and other uses, the land area within the City of Milton is hereby divided into the 

following zoning districts. 

 

 

III-3.2 Districts 

R-1AA   Residential, Single Family Low Density District 

R-1A   Residential, Single Family Medium Density District 

R-1   Residential, Single Family High Density District 

R-2   Residential, One & Two Family District 

R-3   Residential, Multiple Family District 

R-U   Rural-Urban District 

RC-1   Residential Commercial District 

C-1   Neighborhood Retail Commercial District 

C-2   General Commercial District 



C-3   High Intensity Commercial District 

I-1   Light Industrial District 

I-2   General Industrial District 

CON   Conservation District 

P-E   Public and Educational District 

REC   Recreation District 

 

 

 

III-3.3 Structure of District Regulations 

Individual zoning district regulations are contained in Section III-4, Schedule of District 

Regulations. The regulations for each district are structured in the following manner, as relevant: 

 

A. Intent and Purpose of District  

B. Uses Permitted  

C. Uses Permitted as Special Exceptions  

D. Uses Specifically Prohibited  

E. Site and Building Requirements  

F. Performance Standards 

 

 

 

 


